INVESTIGATIONS   OF  SPIRITUALISM

Boston, was undertaken in the years 1923 to 1925 by
a committee chosen by the Scientific American and
afterwards by a small committee of Harvard men with
Dr. Shapley, the astronomer, at their head. The con-
troversy over these inquiries is still raging, and the
matter has been referred to in the chapter which deals
with great modern mediums. It may briefly be
stated that of the Scientific American inquirers the
secretary, Mr. Malcolm Bird, and Dr. Hereward
Carrington announced their complete conversion.
The others gave no clear decision which involved
the humiliating admission that after numerous sittings
under their own conditions and in the presence of con-
stant phenomena, they could not tell whether they
were being cheated or not. The defect of the com-
mittee was that no experienced Spiritualist who was
familiar with psychic conditions was upon it. Dr.
Prince was very deaf, while Dr. McDougall was in a
position where his whole academic career would
obviously be endangered by the acceptance of an
unpopular explanation. The same remark applies to
Dr. Shapley's committee, which was all composed of
budding scientists. Without imputing conscious
mental dishonesty, there is a subconscious drag to-
wards the course of safety. Reading the report of
these gentlemen with their signed acquiescence at each
sitting with the result, and their final verdict of fraud,
one cannot discover any normal way in which they
have reached their conclusions. On the other hand,
the endorsements of the mediumship by folk who
had no personal reasons for extreme caution were